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power cannot endure. But the sages are not trained that
way".
When Sri Rama, the personification of truth, was being
driven in a chariot by Sumanta from Ayodhya to the forest,
king Dasaratha in great grief shouted addressing Sumantha
to stop the chariot. But Sri Rama asked him to proceed. "If
the king on return to Ayodhya, questions why he did not
obey and stop, inform him that you did not hear him". Of
course Sri Rama suggested him to tell a delibrate lie to save
a lot of embarassement.
In Ashoka vana, when Hanuman left after meeting
Sita, the Rakshasi women asked who that monkey was and
what he spoke with her. Sita bluntly said she knew nothing.
In the Mahabharatha war the words
"Aswathamahataha Kunjamha" emanating from the mouth of
Dharmaraja with the last word silenced by the conch of Sri
Krishna was deliberately connived at taking away the life
of Acharya Drona. Here expediency in warfare was the
reason.
Sage Bharadwaja comprehended several difficulties
in treading the path of truth. All cannot follow this Dharma
always. Nevertheless he was anxious to know the other
aspects of Dharma. So also were the sages of Nfeimisa forest.
Having declared Satyam as the foremost of the paths
of Dharma, Suta proceeded to narrate the other six paths
as revealed by Sage Romasa to his disciple Bharadwaja.
"The second path leading to Dharma is SHAMA or
forbearance. A person should develop a balance of mind.
He should never gloat over his success or despair over his
failure. In fact it is a basic requirement for penance11.
Shama means the control of the five sense organs
namely eyes, ears, nose, tongue and the skin, so that the
outer world does not disturb us. The inner equipment or
antahkarana comprising the mind, intellect, chitta and